ADVENT SERIES —WEEK 1

HOPE: “THE WAITING THAT FORMS US”
Luke 2:25-32

I. INTRODUCTION: ADVENT AS A SCHOOL OF WAITING

Advent begins with longing, not celebration.
Before God gives good news, He exposes our need for it.

Advent trains us into a hope that is:

Emotional — longing and ache

Spiritual — warfare and tension

Social & Cultural — waiting in instability
Human — limits, weakness, desire

Theological Principle: Hope is not a feeling; it is a formation.
Il. THE SPIRITUAL DYNAMIC OF ADVENT: WAITING IS WARFARE

Whenever God promises salvation, hell resists.
Israel’s silence was:

e Not empty — it was contested.
e Not passive — it was pressured.
o Not imaginary — it was a battleground.

Your waiting is spiritual warfare.
The enemy’s goal is not merely to exhaust you, but to make you stop expecting God.

In a culture of speed, control, and optimization, Advent whispers: “You are not in control, and
that is good news.”

1. CONTEXTUAL THEOLOGY: ADVENT IN OUR WORLD
We wait today in the middle of:

Political turbulence
Economic anxiety

Racial tension

Cultural fragmentation
Mental fatigue

Spiritual resistance
Technological distraction



Hard Truth:
If you only trust God when life feels safe, you will miss Him when life feels silent.

Wow Line: Advent shapes eyes that see God where the world sees nothing.
IV. EXPOSITION OF LUKE 2:25-32

Simeon: A Case Study in Hope, Longing, and Spiritual Formation

1. Simeon’s Hope: “Waiting for the Consolation of Israel” (v. 25)

Consolation (paraklésis) = the comfort of Isaiah 40:
God entering pain, healing wounds, confronting oppression, restoring dignity.

Simeon’s hope was not:

o Political
e Economic
e Personal

e Psychological

It was theological.
He waited for God Himself to re-enter Israel’s story.

Hard Truth:
If your hope depends on changed circumstances, your hope will always collapse.

Wow Line:
The ache in your soul is not a problem, it is a signal. Only God can console you.

2. Simeon’s Waiting Was Not Passive—It Was Readiness
Biblical waiting = alertness, attentiveness, watchfulness.
Waiting is spiritual warfare because it is where the enemy whispers:
e  “God forgot you.”
e “You misheard.”

e “Do it yourself.”

Simeon resists every shortcut.
He waits with readiness, not resignation.

Wow Line:
Every small ache points to your deepest ache, the ache for God.



V. THE SPIRITUAL FORMATION OF SIMEON
“...the Holy Spirit was on him... revealed to him... moved him...” (vv. 25-27)
Luke gives us a three-part formation sequence:
1. The Spirit Rested on Him
(Presence before perception)
God rests where God finds room.
Spiritual warfare begins with:
o Attacking your stillness
e Attacking your formation

o Attacking your character

Wow Line:
The Spirit rests on people who refuse to be restless.

2. The Spirit Revealed to Him

(Revelation requires alignment)

Revelation lands where there is readiness, not fragmentation.
The battleground today is your attention.

Wow Line:
You cannot hear God if you are discipled more by your feed than by your Father.

3. The Spirit Moved Him
(Direction requires surrender)
Simeon moves not by:
Impulse

Anxiety

Culture
Pressure

But by the Spirit.



Wow Line:
When your movement is Spirit-led, your timing becomes supernatural.

THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION ON THE ORDER

If the Spirit cannot rest on you,
He cannot reveal to you.

If He cannot reveal to you,
He cannot move you.

This is not legalism, it is alignment.

HARD TRUTH: THE WARFARE OF WAITING
If waiting is not Spirit-led, it becomes self-centered:
Entitlement — “God owes me.”

Anxiety — “God forgot me.”

Manipulation — “I must make it happen.”
Despair — “Nothing will change.”

The battle is not time, it’s the lies you believe while you wait.
VI. DIVINE TIMING AND SPIRIT-LED INTERSECTIONS (v. 27)

Mary and Joseph obey the Law.
Simeon obeys the Spirit.

And heaven arranges the intersection.

Hard Truth:
If you only follow God when you understand, you’re not following, you’re negotiating.

Wow Line:
What feels random to you is rehearsed by God.

VIl. THE MOMENT OF FULFILLMENT (vv. 28-32)
Simeon holds the Christ child, the Promise in seed form.
He praises not the miracle, but the beginning of it.
Advent faith praises at the sight of the seed.

Wow Lines:



o God’s greatest glories enter looking smaller than you expected.
e Hope is not what you imagine, it is who you hold.

VIII. ADVENT’S FORMATIONAL CALL: BECOMING SIMEON-LIKE
1. Integrity in Waiting
Waiting is not passive; it is formation and warfare.
2. Honest Longing
Advent lets you name the ache without surrendering to it.
3. Spirit-Led Sensitivity
A cluttered soul cannot recognize Christ.
4. Recognition of Christ’s Presence
Salvation often arrives quietly, subtly, small.
IX. CONCLUSION
Advent is not:
e counting days,
e wishing for change,
e Orescaping reality.
Advent is:
e expectation,
o formation,
« readiness,
e Spirit-led waiting.

And when Christ appears, large or small, loud or quiet, those who have waited well will
say: “My eyes have seen Your salvation.”



